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Time sure flies when you are having fun;  it 
seems only a few days ago that I received the presi-
dent's gavel at the January meeting.  It has been a 
gratifying  experience with all the help and support of 
so many members.  The willingness to share and 
pitch in to help is what makes NCW such a great 
organization.  Thank you for allowing me the oppor-
tunity to serve as your president. 

November has come and gone and we have 
another very successful symposium under our belt.  
The attendance was more than we dared hope for 
with more than 170 in attendance from nine states 
and Canada.  Of course, the object of the effort was 
to share and learn from the demonstrations.  I believe 
that those in attendance will agree that the demon-
strators were well prepared and presented many ideas 
to challenge us to a higher level of competence as 
woodturners.  Thanks to all who had a hand, from the 
planning, to the final cleanup on Sunday. 
 Plans are being completed for the December 
meeting at the First Presbyterian Church in down-
town Hickory.  This will be more of a social meeting 
with finger sandwiches and Mary's goodies, so I 
would suggest that everyone pass up lunch prior to 
the meeting.  In keeping with past tradition, there will 
be an auction with John Hill as auctioneer.  Bring any 
woodturning related item that you want to offer for 
sale - Tools, Wood,  Turned Pieces, etc.  Remember 
that a portion of the sales fee goes to NCWA to sup-
port our education programs.   
 Another important part of the program will 
be the election of three persons to the Board of Direc-
tors.  John Winslett, Grant McRorie and Scott Ollis 
have agreed to be nominated and serve if elected.  
Other nominations from the floor are welcomed and 
encouraged.  As provided by the Bylaws, the officers 
will be elected by the board at the January meeting. 
 Dwight Hartsell has accepted the job of Pro-
gram Chairman for 2000 and is already hard at work 
arranging programs and demonstrators for next year.  
If there is a subject you would like presented or a 
demonstrator you would like to invite, please contact 
Dwight or any Board member. 
 
 Merry Christmas and don't forget to 
bring something for the gallery. 
                                                     Edgar 

Since we were all at the symposium, 
there is no new library news this 
month.  Our next meeting is our 
Christmas party, so the library will 

not be available at the Church.  We will be open in January, 
with several new items, so see you there. 

 
We have no new members this 
month, but remember, it is now 
dues time.  Send your check for 
$25 to me or bring it to the meet-
ing so your membership will run 

uninterrupted into the new millennium.  Renew today. 

Member News 
By Mary Bachand 

Library Notes 
By Mary Bachand 

We regret to inform the members of NCWA of the loss 
of one of our friends.  Garrett Smock of Vale, NC, 
passed away on October 21st.  Although Garrett could 
not come to meetings in recent months, he always 
looked forward to the Journal and kept up with  the hap-
penings of North Carolina Woodturners.  Our thoughts 
are with Pat in remembering Garrett. 
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The December program will be our annual Christmas party and Auction.  This year, be sure 
not to eat early.  There will be ample food provided along with our usual sweet treats.  We 
will have our usual Gallery display as well (remember the Challenge, too).  Finally, bring 
whatever you want to get rid of from your shop or woodpile for the auction, again con-
ducted by John Hill.  Remember, the club profits from the sale as well, so plan to join in 

and look for bargains.  Look for Directions elsewhere in the Journal. 
 
December, 11, 1999 1:00pm  Christmas Party    Hickory, NC 
January 8, 2000  1:00pm  Elvie Johnson Natural Edge Vessel Hickory, NC 
February 12, 2000 1:00pm  Don Olsen Crotch Turning  Hickory, NC 
 
 

Although not our usual meeting place or type, the Symposium in Statesville resulted in a huge 
gallery, much of which was supplied by members of NCWA.  We were very well represented 
with many beautiful pieces of all sizes and types.  We will be showing these in the Journal 
Gallery section for some time.  Thanks to Roy Fisher, Anatoly Tsiris, John Hill, Paul Hartsell, 

Dwight Hartsell, Otto Gotzsche, Grant McRorie, Don Olsen, Dean Amos, Charles Farrar, Edgar Ingram, Clyde Hall, 
Bill Johnston, Bill Young, Tom Fitz and Ric Erkes for helping to show off NCWA turning, and to all the other fine 
turners whose work was so well presented. 
 There will be lots of pictures to pick up at our December meeting from the past Galleries at the Symposium 
and our Hickory meetings, so look for yours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December Challenge.  Our usual Christmas challenge project is again due.  Any turning 
will do for this one, so long as there is a Christmas theme, ornament, toy or decoration. 
 
January Challenge.  For January, we should try something a little different.  January is 

typically somewhat dull, without much color outside.  For our challenge, let’s create some color in our work and 
bring in a turning with applied color.  Any turning will do, but there must be a color alteration of some type.  Use 
your imagination and brighten up our meeting place in January. 
 

The final drawing to determine the lucky winner of the Frank Sudol Hollow Form was held in 
conjunction with the Statesville Symposium.  Our fortunate winner was Jim Crocker of Dar-
lington, SC.  Jim was also one of the recent winners of our collaborative challenge as well.  

Good going Jim. 
 The raffle resulted from the generous gift of a beautiful “Ribbon” hollow form from our friend Frank Sudol 
after his last visit to our club as a demonstrator.  We were able to sell 230 tickets for this piece, raising over $1100 
which will be used to support further guest demonstrator educational programs in NCWA.  Many thanks Frank for 
all the great teaching and support. 

Coming Events 
By Dick Nielsen 

Directions to The First Presbyterian Church, Hickory, NC. 
 
From I-40, take exit 125 (Lenoir-Rhyne Blvd.).  From Statesville, go left 2 blocks or from Asheville go 
right 2 blocks to US 70.  Turn right onto US 70 traveling west.  At intersection of highway 127, turn right, 
traveling north.  This is also South Center St.  Continue on South Center St. into downtown Hickory.  
Cross the railroad tracks to 3rd Avenue NW.  Turn left on 3rd Avenue NW, go 1 block to 2nd St. NW.  
Church is on opposite left corner. 

Gallery Notes 
By Dean Amos 

Challenge Project 
By Dean Amos 

Sudol Auction 

Chestnut bowls 
by 
Scott Ollis 
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1999 Carolina’s Woodturning Mini-Symposium 

 
 The third biennial mini-symposium, sponsored jointly by Triangle Woodturners and North Carolina Wood-
turners Associations, was held the weekend of November 6th and 7th at Mitchell Community College, Statesville, 
NC.  This site was the scene of similar activity in 1995 and 1997.  Mitchell Community College, (MCC), has been 
our gracious host largely due to the work and influence of one of their staff, Gary Johnson.  Gary is also a member 
of the NCWA.  Without his input, work and support we would not have met with the success we experienced.  Many 
thanks to Mitchell Community College and Gary Johnson. 
 There may be a sad note to this report.  There is a possibility that we may not be able to use the facilities at 
MCC in the future.  One key factor is the presence of the computers in the classrooms in which the demonstrations 
are conducted.  Computers don’t like sawdust or woodturners’ shavings.  Therefore, it may be necessary for us to 
seek accommodations elsewhere in 2001.  This is merely speculation at this time. 
 One added feature of our association with MCC was a suggestion made by Gary Johnson.  In 1997 he re-
layed a request to us from the student representatives of Mitchell College.  The students at MCC wanted, and we 
eagerly agreed, to operate a concession stand for those attending the mini-symposium.  This proved to be a big plus.  
The profits from the sale of drinks, snacks, and the catered lunch on Sunday, were donated, by the students, to the 
college’s scholarship fund. 
 Registration and the sale of raffle tickets, (referred to in a paragraph below), were the responsibility of 
Mary Bachand and Audrey Nielsen.  They handled the paperwork and the money received from 129 registered 
attendees.  In addition, there were 13 guest demonstrators from our local AAW chapters, more than a dozen spouses, 
and a few other persons who slipped through the cracks.  Those present traveled from 9 states.  One couple jour-
neyed from Canada. 
 Registration got off to a slow start.  This generated a good bit of anxiety on the part of those responsible for 
putting the symposium together.  We began to wonder if there was still a viable interest in the symposium.  How-
ever, about three weeks before the registration deadline, our “old faithfuls” came through to give us our largest and 
best mini-symposium.  Needless to say the interest was greater than we had anticipated.  Thanks guys, and ladies. 
 The economics of our plan was based on having at least 75 registered attendees.  We exceeded that figure.  
Therefore, instead of breaking even, financially, as we had hoped, we should realize a profit.  Our goal was to break 
even and not try to have much of a surplus or (deficit). 
 The original plan was to have five demo rooms and five rotations.  However space was limited.  Therefore, 
we used only four rooms and scheduled five rotations.  The one shortcoming was that the rooms were a little 
crowded.  The average attendance per room during the demonstrations was in excess of 25.  Hopefully, this can be 
corrected in the future. 
 Charles and Shirley Farrar did a wonderful job of planning and putting together the gallery.  Woodturners 
furnished almost 150 pieces of work for the display tables.  Incidentally, Charles has agreed to, and has started doing 
his homework for the gallery at the AAW Annual Symposium in Charlotte, NC on June 30th-July 2nd.  Many thanks 
go to Charles and Shirley for a job well done. 
 Several of the turnings were sold to those who visited the gallery.  This was the extent of any marketing 
permitted at the symposium.  We intentionally avoided having vendors participate for two reasons.  First, we were 
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the guests of a state owned and operated institution, which prohibits this type of marketing.  The other, and more 
important, is that we organize the symposia for educational purposes and to further a comradeship among woodturn-
ers from the local AAW chapters. 
 The real centerpiece of our gallery was a turning by Canada’s own Frank Sudol, Esq.  Frank visited the 
NCWA for an all day demonstration and a four-day workshop earlier this year.  While here, he turned one of his 
unique creations, carried it home, finished it, and mailed it to Dick Nielsen with instructions to sell it and donate the 
proceeds to the NCWA treasury and put those funds to “good use”.  The NCWA Board of Directors agreed to sell 
raffle tickets and have the drawing at this year’s mini-symposium.  Audrey and Mary sold more than 200 tickets.  
The lucky winner of the raffle is a member of NCWA by the name of Jim Crocker.  Jim, if that prize ever disap-
pears, I can tell you within two feet of where you can find it. (It will be on my dining room table.)  Enjoy it!!  You 
own a wonderful piece of art. 
 When we started putting the pieces together for this year’s mini-symposium it was to be a team effort.  
However, due to unexpected circumstances, I am embarrassed to say that I was not able to keep my part of the bar-
gain.  It became the responsibility for Roger Austin of the AAW Board and also a local member of Triangle Wood-
turners to “take the bull by the horns” and get things done.  Roger, you did a wonderful job.  It required a lot of your 
personal time and effort to make the pieces fit together.  We are in your debt. Many thanks! 
 There were dozens of other people who chipped in and assisted in many ways to make this a successful 
weekend for all of us.  To each of you, let it be known that the whole event was a group effort.  You are greatly ap-
preciated. 
 A final financial report will be made and published in the NC Woodturners and Triangle Woodturners Jour-
nals in the near future. 
 
Jack Stewart 
 
 
 
Wood You Believe?        From the South Carolina Forestry Association 
 
The average American uses the wood from a 100 foot tree each year. 
 613 pounds of paper products 
 200 square feet of 1” thick lumber 
 87 square feet of Plywood 
 59 square feet of insulation board, particle board and hardboard 
 
If that 100 foot tree is 18 inches diameter and 30 years old it: 
 Weighs 41,000 pounds 
 Has 1,300 pounds of roots 
 Grew 3,600 pounds of leaves during its life 
 Returned 200 pounds of nutrients to the soil 
 Took up and transpired to the air, more than 5,000,000 gallons of water 
 Gave off 6,000 pounds of oxygen. 
 
A cord of wood is 4’ x 4’ x 8’ equaling 80 cubic feet which yields: 
 7,500,000 Toothpicks 
 1,000 to 2,000 pounds of paper 
 942 one pound books 
 61,370 envelopes 
 4,384,000 postage stamps 
 1,200 copies of National Geographic 
 250 copies of the Sunday New York Times 
 89,870 sheets of paper 
 460,000 personal checks 
 30 rocking chairs 
 12 8 seat dining room tables 
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Woodturning Basics with Roy Fisher 
 
 A folder with much information & a blank sheet for notes was provided to each attendee. Roy started with 
"safety" precautions, which he demonstrated rather dramatically when a piece of bark flew off the lathe and smacked 
him in the mask-not his bare face. The A,B,C's came next, followed by the general rules of cut. 
 
Remember the “A B C’s”: 
  A is for ANCHOR.  Anchor the tool on the tool rest with tool’s tip pointed upward. 
  B is for BEVEL.  Rub the bevel on work piece. 
  C is for CUT.  Gently raise handle and start cutting. Always cut downhill with the grain. 
 
Also think “SAFER”: 
  S is for SPEED.  Is speed compatible with the size 
of the work piece? 
  A is for ASIDE.  Stand “aside” of the ‘firing line.’ 
  F is for FASTENED.  Are all locking handles fas-
tened? 
  E is for EYES.  Are you wearing eye protection? 
  R is for ROTATION.  Rotate the wood ‘freehand’ 
to ensure it spins freely. 
 
Direction of cut (General Rule): 
 On the OUTSIDE of a bowl cut from the small diameter to 
the large diameter.    
 On the INSIDE of a bowl cut from the large diameter to the 
small diameter.    
Scraping:   
 On OUTSIDE cuts - the scraper, flat on the tool rest, cuts below the centerline with the blade angled down.    

On INSIDE cuts - the scraper, flat on the tool rest, cuts above the centerline with the blade angled down.   
Holding the scraper other than flat on the tool rest could cause a “slam” or “dig in”, could break the workpiece or 
cause personal injury. 
 
KEEP YOUR HANDS BEHIND THE TOOL REST. 
 
 Roy showed his use of various tools.  He demonstrated getting your wood in the round, and how to proceed 
to a completed project.  He pointed out you don't always have to get the wood in the round to start shaping a bowl.  
You can start your shaping and by 
that action the wood will come into 
round. Hold the tool against your 
body, take a firm hold on tool, move 
your tool rest often to maintain 
proper distance from wood, come 
thru on each cut so you don't leave a 
sharp edge, and develop a light touch, 
then practice, practice, practice. 
 Roy tackled off-center turn-
ing by showing us a Shaker peg, 
pointing out the same basic skill 
could be used for table legs.  He fin-
ished our session with instruction on 
gluing up boards, and the egg shell and crackle finishes. A GREAT demonstration! 
 
by Jane Sunier 
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NCW GALLERY 

GALLERY 
Clockwise from top left 

Mark Sakatos 
Bobby Phillips 
Edgar Ingram 
Tom Fitz 
Clyde Hall 

Photos by George Wunker 
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NCW GALLERY 

Gallery 
Clockwise from top left 

Ric Erkes 
Marshall Hollifield 
Dick Nielsen 
Anatoly Tsiris 
J.T. Barker 

Photos by George Wunker 


