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I hope the nearness of Holidays to our last two meet-
ings is the cause of low attendance.  If you were ab-
sent, you missed some very good instruction and 
skilled demonstrations.  I hope you will make a spe-
cial effort to attend our next meeting and that you 
bring some of your work for the Gallery.  This meet-
ing will start at 1:00 PM and our own Edgar Ingram 
will be showing some good finishing. 
 techniques. The Board will meet at 11:00 AM in the 
store break room.  All Directors please attend. 
  
Our new sound system is state of the art and should 
enhance the presentations.  While our last demonstra-
tor did not use the equipment (he felt he was loud 
enough), it is clear and free from squeals!  Our 
thanks to George Wunker for finding a superior sys-
tem. 
  
On October 19 & 20, our Klingspor host is sponsor-
ing an extensive woodworking show at the Hickory 
Convention Center and they have asked for our par-
ticipation with demonstrations of turning.  Our space 
will be 10 X 10 feet, but we should be able to have at 
least two demos going most of the time.  Please be 
prepared if you are asked to demonstrate your skills. 
  
Our Symposium is taking shape and demonstrators 
are set.  Motels are lined up and we and our  
Triangle partners have agreed that the admission fee 
will be $50 per person.  This will be charged for ALL 
who attend demonstrations, including spouses. 
  
Gary Johnson will have pieces of Mitchell Oak at our 
July meeting and you are encouraged to produce an 
example of your art for the benefit of the Col-
lege.  See you the 14th. 
 
   John 
 

Please welcome these new 
members for May:  Dan 
Gottlieb, Asheville, NC; 
Fred Stockhausen, Miami 
FL;  T.  R. Bishop, Lenoir, 

NC and Worth Pearce, Hickory, NC.  Wynn Whit-
ener, Morganton and Ron Wilson, Pisgah Forest,  
joined in June plus Phil and Stephanie Brittain, 
Horse Shoe, NC, have returned. 

Thank you to Dwight Hartsell for 
giving the library a copy of the latest 
AAW video, "Palmer Sharpless, 
The Johnny Appleseed of Turn-
ing".  A number  of you need to get 

your overdue items back to our library.  David Kaylor has 
agreed to handle the library in July as I will be enjoying 
grandchildren.  Please be nice to David.  He is not required 
to bring cookies. 

Member News 
By Mary Bachand 

Library Notes 
By Mary Bachand 

Symposium 2001:  Mark your calendar for Novem-
ber 3-4, 2001 to attend Symposium 2001 at the new 
Statesville Civic Center.  This promises to be an out-
standing meeting with talented local demonstrators pre-
senting something for everyone, and this year, we will add 
a vendor area for your convenience.  Brochures with all 
the details and registration forms will be available shortly. 
 In conjunction with the symposium, a woodturn-
ing show has been scheduled to open that same weekend 
at the Iredell Museum of Arts and Heritage, running 
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The July 14th meeting will begin at 1:00 PM and our 
speaker and demonstrator will be our immediate past presi-
dent Mr. Edgar Ingram.  He will demonstrate his way of 
finishing wood turned pieces with the Beall System.  This 
should be very interesting no matter what level of wood-

turner or finisher you are.    
 
The August 11th meeting will feature Mr. Simon Levy of Nashville, TN.  Mr. Levy 
is known for his hollow vessels and texturing.  He has many different designs and is 
willing to share his doodle board with all woodturners, so bring your sketch pad 
with you.   This should be a great meeting for all to enjoy.    
 
NOTE:  I am looking for someone to take over the position of Program Chairperson 
beginning in January, 2002.  I will be available to assist anyone that would like this 
position.    Dwight Hartsell  
 
The NCWA would like to thank our sponsor, Klingspor, also known as The Woodworking Shop, for their hospitality 
each and every month throughout the year.  We are looking forward to a great last half of 2001 with new programs 
and events, continuing on into 2002. Again, Thank You.  

 
Don Olsen displayed beautiful walnut turnings: a 28-inch walnut crotch and a 17-inch natural-
edge bowl. John French presented two cherry vases, one with carving around the neck. Craig 
Summerville added a vase of purpleheart plus some holly veneer, decorated with aqua inlace 
on the neck. He also brought two pens of wild plum. Ric Erkes brought three pieces: an am-

brosia maple lidded bowl with a carved walnut handle; an 11-inch walnut bowl with an oops! broken side, which he 
recouped by cutting an interestingly shaped edge; and a poplar 12-inch bowl. David Kaylor showed a 7-inch bowl of 
highly figured walnut. Harold Lineberger brought two ambrosia maple bowls. Our demonstrator, John Jordan dis-
played 13 of the sort of hollow vessels he demonstrated. Thanks to all who brought your work to share. 
 

July Challenge.  The July challenge will be to turn something using laminated or seg-
mented wood.  This one is wide open to imagination.  Be creative with design and materi-
als.  No limitations are imposed on this one. 
 
August Challenge.  The dare for August will be to bring in something you have turned 

which will be appropriate to hang on  a wall.  This can range from clocks to plant holders to art pieces.  Let your 
imagination reach for this one. 
 

48" Robert Sorby Lathe, 3 years old.  Variable speed and five different belt settings.  Extras include 
Indexer, Outrigger arm and French curve tool rest.   $1850.00.  If interested call Dwight Hartsell at 
704-598-6029 or on his mobile - 704-617-0188.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coming Events 
By Dwight Hartsell 

Gallery Notes 
By David Kaylor 

Edgar Ingram 

Challenge Project 
By Scott Ollis 

For Sale 

J.T. Barker 
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 A Day with John Jordan: Hollowing and Carving 
 
John began with a 
primer on lathes.  

In general the most comfortable turning height is with 
your elbow level with the spindle.  The easiest and 
cheapest way to improve your turning skills is to prop-
erly maintain your lathe.  Regularly check your tool 
rest for nicks and use a file or sandpaper to flatten it.  
Follow up with an application of lubricant (e.g., WD-
40).  Remove the banjo and tailstock every few days 
of turning and lubricate the clamping mechanisms.  
Sand and lubricate the bed to prevent rust buildup.  
Wipe lubricant around the spindle where a jaw chuck 
snugs up when tightened.  This will prevent the chuck 
from binding against the spindle shoulder when you 
attempt to remove it. 
 For his hollowing demo John used a piece of 
hickory to turn a side-grain vessel.  Turning the piece 
with the growth rings symmetrical lends balance and 
allows the movement to stay relatively symmetrical as 
the piece dries.  John turns green wood almost exclusively. 
 Rough turning and shaping is done with a side-grind bowl gouge with careful attention paid to the heart-
wood/sapwood ratio and growth ring symmetry to maintain a balanced perspective.  It should be noted that John 
made several visits to the grinder during the day to maintain an extremely sharp edge.  He emphasized that this will 
make your turning time much less stressful.  In between grindings he would occasionally use a slipstone to redress 
the cutting edge and raise a burr. 
 Faceplates are John’s preferred mounting method for all but the smallest of his pieces.  He uses #12 Spax 
brand screws and leaves approximately 1” of overhang between the base and the faceplate edge, otherwise.  If the 
waste area is turned to the diameter of the faceplate there will be a greater possibility of cracking and splitting when 
the screws are driven into the blank.  While John has nothing against chucks, he believes that chucks have a greater 
tendency to introduce chatter than faceplates.  This became evident later on when John was forced to chuck the piece 
after turning the tenon smaller than he wanted.  As soon as he began hollowing, the piece popped off the lathe just 
above the chuck jaws.  Undeterred, John decided that screws would have prevented this mishap and proceeded to 
reshape the piece in order to facilitate a faceplate mounting. 
 To achieve the final surface prior to carving, John utilizes a scraper unlike any I have ever seen before.  It is 
in the shape of a trapezoid with each end at a 45 degree angle to the length.  Each end also has a 45 degree bevel 
ground on it.  This allows him to shear scrape in either direction simply by inserting the unused end into a handle 
and tightening it with a knurled screw. 
 John uses 3 primary hollowing tools held by set screws in a Stewart/Sorby style arm brace.  All of the cut-
ters are 3/16” and have a fingernail shape.  The cutters are held by #10-32 set screws.  This facilitates sharpening by 
being able to remove the tip.  The straight boring bar and both gooseneck bars are all tapered down to the tip.  One of 
the goosenecks has a shallower, longer sweep to accommodate deeper hollowing. 
 Due to the previously mentioned mishap there was very little time left for John to explain his carving meth-
ods in detail.  All of his carving is done off the lathe.  While it might take half a day to turn a vessel, the carving 
process may take up to a week.  The spirals on his work are spaced and marked by hand.  The lip is divided into 8 
sections and the channels are drawn top to bottom with the piece on the lathe.  Additional reference marks are placed 
on the shoulder and spirals are drawn across the offset marks.  A variety of tools are used for carving and texturing: 
Flexcut palm gouges, Swiss-made Pfeil gouges, a woodburning pen, an Automach power carver, carving knives, 
rotary and handled wire brushes (steel and brass), Nicholson rasps, riffler files, Sandvik sanding plates (no longer 
manufactured due to the environmental impact of the manufacturing process).  A modified Ryobi power carver is 
used like a miniature hammer to produce a texture not unlike an inverted pebbled surface. 
 
The membership of NCW thanks John for spending the day with us and sharing his knowledge, wit and wisdom. 

June Program Review 
By Craig Summerville 
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