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Presidentõs Message  by  Evanna Brening  

Finishingé.  Remember when your mother used to say, òFinish all your vegetables.ó?  It was not a 

lesson about the vegetables; it was a life lesson to finish what you started.  Many new woodturners forget the 

bottom of the turnings, but you can always tell someone who has been turning for a while.  Why?   Because the 

first thing we do is pick up the piece and examine the bottom.  The bottom tells us the finishing details.  

Woodturning teaches us many life lessons, from picking out the wood, thinking about the design, 

putting it up on the lathe, making the first cut and finally carving out to the final design.  Finishing is an 

afterthought.  However, finishes are what get the piece noticed, what draws the eye to the art, and what 

gets it sold.   

You would not invite guests into your home without a little tidying up before hand.  You would not leave 

the house without your pants on (I hope not).  Why would you leave your turnings unfinished?  I am classic 

about inconsistent finishing.  Some of my pieces have my signature branded into them, some have just a wood 

burned signature, and some have nothing.  I admit I need to get more consistent with my branding; but even 

without the branding, I always try to finish the bottoms of my pieces.  

I admire many of our turners and their finishing touches.  We have some serious talent in our club.  

My goal is to become more consistent.  But in my defense, woodturning is a process of evolution.  We all did 

not just buy our first lathes and create masterpieces overnight.  We all have had a few tumbles before we 

took off running with the big kids, turning and learning along the way.  

THANK YOU to all the members who help with the set up and clean up before and after the club 
meetings.   I cannot tell you how much it is appreciated.  
Thank you,  
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Membership & Library News  by Mary Bachand  

Membership:  :   At each of the 2011 meetings, members have renewed their membership while others have mailed 

their checks to me.  In all of those instances it was after the January cut-off so their information wasn't included in 
our directory. 
 During our March board meeting, I went public with "Mary's Easy Payment Plan".  Members have used my plan in 
times of hardship and it has worked perfectly.  So, if you ever need to pay your dues over a several month period, 
please talk privately with me.  It will be our secret.  I can keep my big mouth shut--on occasion!! 
  
I will miss the April meeting as we will be participating in the "Shelling of Fort Sumter" at Patriots Point, Mt. Pleasant, 
SC-outside of Charleston. 
 
As our guest turner will be discussing Rude Osolnik, I thought I'd remind everyone about our logo.  Our daughter 
Gail copied the picture of Rude from a catalog and added the lettering.  That is the "history" of our logo. 
 
Library:  My library cabinet keys are now on my Gator key ring with my other keys.  Sorry that I left them 

home.  Thankfully, Sharon showed up and had her keys. 
  
A very special word of thanks to Lamar, our journal editor, who came to my rescue and shelved all of the returned 
rentals.  He was a very BIG help. 
  
PLEASE check out our wonderful library.   
 

Note:  Mary has get well and sympathy cards plus stamps that she uses for our members.  She just needs 

to be informed when she needs to send one  



 

March  2011 Demonstration by  Sam McDowell ~ Turning N.C. Woods  
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Upcoming April  2011 Demonstration by  Morris  Schlesinger   

Rude  Osolniksõ Candlesticks and Mug Rack 

Mary Bachand with her original Rude 

Osolnik Candlestick Set  

Morris Schlesinger ï Turning and Learning 

Morris has been turning wood since the early ó80ôs.  After retiring 

from the U.S. Postal Service, and living a quiet life in Virginia, he now lives 

what he loves:  Turning and Teaching. 

I met Morris several years back at the Klingspor Extravaganza.  

He consistently provides a demonstration/s for the turning room.  Every year, 

year after year, I looked forward to seeing him do the demonstration.  And 

every year he remembered me. 

Not only is Morris an amazing turner, but he is quite the guy.  You 

donôt meet someone as nice as Morris who is also a great turner and teacher 
very often.  I am happy we will be able to see him do his thing for the April 

9th meeting.  Please join us at 10am to see Morris demonstrate how to make 

Rude's Candlesticks and with time willing, a Mug Rack.     

By: Evanna Brening 

Sam demonstrated turning different varieties of woods naturally available from North 

Carolina.  



 

 

 

If you are interested in learning new 
skills, or improving the skills you have, 

contact one of these NCW members: 

 

*  Scott Caskey  (Iron Station, NC)      
704-735-2382   

*  Greg Crowder (Valdese, NC)       
828-874-6927                      

*  Edgar Ingram (Statesville, NC) 
704-876-4576 

*  Sam McDowell (Statesville, NC) 
704-871-9801 

*  John Melius (Mooresville, NC)        
704-663-0757 

*  Jim Miles (Cornelius, NC)  
704-661-0600 

*  Don Olsen (Lincolnton, NC)  
704-735-9335 

... or see whatõs offered at one of these 
Woodturning Schools 

 

Arrowmont School of                     
Arts and Crafts  
Gatlinburg, TN  

865-436-5860 
(www.arrowmont.org)  

John C. Campbell Folk School  
Brasstown, NC 

Want to learn 
something new about 

woodturning?  

NCW 2011 Demonstration Calendar  

*  January 8ð Don Olsen - 10am - 2pm  

*  February 12 - Scott Caskey -10am - 4pm  Mini Hats  

*  March 12 - Sam McDowell  -  NC Wood With Natural Edge  10am ñ4pm 

*  April 9  -  Morris  Schlesinger ñ  Rude Osolniksõ candlesticks, mug rack  10amð 4pm 

*  May  - 14   Kimberly Winkle ñ       10amð 4pm 

*  June 11  -  Alan Leland  -   Square Ikebana Demo   10amð 4pm 

*  July 9-   Jack ReyomeñSpiral Turnings  10am ñ4pm 

*  August 13- Gary Ritchie ñ Embellished Vessels  10amñ4pm 

*  September 10 -   NCW Members ñ Turn and Learn   10amñ4pm 

*  October 8 -  Charles FarrarñScalloped Edge Bowl Technique  10am ñ4pm 

*  November 12 - Alan Hollar ñLegged Vessels  10amñ4pm 

*  December 10ñChristmas Partyñ     No Demonstration  
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Journal Editor Lamar Sherrill, 270 Sharpe Mill Rd, Hiddenite, NC  28636  

(828) -635 -1038  swoodwrkng@aol.com 

Wood Of The Month      Osage Orange  
. The tree was native to Arkansas, Oklahoma and Texas, but with the European settlement of the US in mid 1850s,the tree escap ed., and now is found 

throughout the eastern part of the US. Before the development of barbed wire, the tree was planted in the Great Plains and th e east to develop a 

hedgerow fence; stems and branches would grow as much as 6 feet in one year. When planted close together and pruned, its bran chy-ness and spiny thorns 

make a nearly impenetrable, natural hedge to any animal larger than a rabbit. The extremely high strength of this wood led to  it s use for archery bows, 

and for wheel rims and axle hubs for wagons. It is probably the mast natural decay -resistant species in North America, leading t o its use as fence posts, 

insulators, and insulator pins on telephone poles, and railroad ties. The beautiful color of this wood has made Osage Orange desirable for turnings and 

novelties, as well as for accent wood in musical instruments. The wood is ring porous, like oak and ash, so it has a strong g rai n appearance, it is often 

confused with black locust wood when dry and finished. The heartwood color is golden yellow when 1st sawn, but this color doe s age slowly to a russet 

brown. The appearance of dry, smooth wood is exceptionally lustrous. Reprinted from Sawmill & Woodlot magazine, S&W Publishin g Aug/Sept 2010  

Osage Orange Tree and Fruit  

Osage Orange Wood  



 

2011 Challenge Projects and Guidelines  
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January                  Snow men 

February     Oil lamp 

March      Natural edge bowl (bark on)  

April      Something for the kitchen (not a bowl or platter or plate)  

May      Mushrooms  

June      Lidded box  

July       Crochet Hooks  

August       Refrigerator magnets  

September      Weed pot/twig pot  

October                   Segmented (at least 2 types of woods)  

November      Bird house (fly house) ornament  

December      Tree topper  

You Could Win This Mini -  Lathe  

Complete all 12 Challenge 

Projects  

AND Then  

2011 Turning Scholarship  

Every year NCWoodturners sends one lucky member to either Arrowmont or John C. Campbell School to take a 

week long hands on turning instruction from a turner of their choice.  The club picked up the tuition, the member had to 

pay for their own room and board and travel expense, which worked out to be about $1000 out of pocket expenses.  

This year we are doing things a bit differently.  This year the board has elected to send ten lucky members to 

have a hands -on -turning instruction for one day. The ten NCWoodturning members will have this special hands -on -turning 

paid for by the club.  This also includes, for all ten members, a group lunch with Frank Penta.  

You may be one of the lucky members to win an afternoon with Frank Penta at his shop on June 18
th

, 2011.  A 

signup sheet went around at the afternoon session of the February meeting, and will go around again for the March meet-

ing, and again the morning of the April meeting.  The afternoon session of the April meeting we will draw ten member 

names, with two alternate names as stand -by backups (in case of cancellation by one of the ten members originally 

picked).   

If you are unable to attend any of the meetings and would like to be eligible to have your name drawn, please 

email the NCWoodturners President at Evanna001@hotmail.com  and put in the subject field NCW Scholarship.  We will 

announce the winners at the April meeting and post the names in the May and June newsletter.  

Transportation is not provided.  Frank Pentaõs shop is located in Chapel Hill, North Carolina.  Frank has a quarter 

of a million dollar state of the art woodturning studio which houses ten student lathes and one instructor lathe.  It is air 

conditioned and heated and occupies two floors.   

http://www.frankpenta.com/sites/penta/   

This is an exciting opportunity to turn 

and learn with our fellow NCWoodturners.   

You must be a member to be included 

in the drawing.  

Last Chance to sign up for the 2011 Scholarship, drawing will be at the April meeting.  

mailto:Evanna001@hotmail.com
http://www.frankpenta.com/sites/penta/


 

Challenge & Gallery Photos by  Scott Caskey  
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Robert Nicks  Pecan  Scott Caskey  

Edgar Ingram  Cherry  

Evanna Brening  Magnolia  

Jim Norris  Locust  Lamar Sherrill  Wild Cherry  

Edgar Ingram  Maple Burl  

Dean Wright  

Mike Mills  Bradford Pear  
John H. Jones  

Jerry Ostrander  Maple  

Jerry Ostrander  Maple  

Max Schronce  
Max Schronce  

Max Schronce  Maple  

Ron Jones  Cherry Burl  

John Melius  Butternut  



 

Challenge & Gallery Photos by  Scott Caskey  
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Don Olsen  Hickory  
Don Olsen  Cherry  John French  Cherry  

Renhand McLaurin  Oak  

Scott Caskey  

Scott Caskey  

Scott Caskey  
Evanna Brening  Ambrosia Maple  Scott Caskey  

Orville Shook  

Chestnut  

Hraold Lineberger  Cedar  

Gary Ritchie  Bradford Pear  
Dean Wright   òOne More Cutó 

Ric Erkes  
Scott Caskey  

Orville Shook 

Chestnut  


